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Abstract: Through detailed analyses of both text and historical context, this paper argues
that Herodotus® work is not an objective representation of reality, but a negotiation of competing
ideologies of the time. In addition, Fragois Hartog’s so called “history” is actually the result of
Athenian empire’s poetic manipulation. Therefore, we can see the ways in which Herodotean
text is profoundly embroiled in the making of history, and thus the textual contradiction
results from the poetics of political struggle over the authority of Athenian empire.
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